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Out of my believe in the necessity to strengthen elected women 

role at the local councils, and throughout my position as an elect-

ed village council member, I’ve approached Bait Ur al-Tahta lo-

cal community and citizens at different levels seeking and gather-

ing their community needs and concerns in a way to relay it to 

decision-makers; in a way to achieve tangible results. With the 

support of my family I managed to overcome challenges and diffi-

culties I personally faced from some relatives and community 

members, that what cradle me success to continue serving my 

community through communicating and cooperating with many 

NGOs especially AWCSW “Association of Women Committees 

for Social Work” that was supportive to all my calls and all of my 

steps towards what can be described a wonderful experience. 

AWCSW through the past two years and within direct engage-

ment with the Palestinian communities pursuit to promote the principles of social and political participation by establishing local CPWP’s 

“Committees to Promote Women Participation in political and Public Life” that included elected female council members along with societal 

women activists and representatives of the village grassroots organizations, CPWP mission was to identify community needs under the frame-

work of community participation principles. The most important accomplishment I've done, and proud to be part of was my contribution to 

protect the health of the elementary female school students; where I took upon myself to solve a problem regarding the school sewage pit that 

was causing awful odors and multiple illnesses to children, not long after meeting with students’ parents I managed – with CPWP backing me 

up – to bring and raise the issue to the Palestinian Ministry of Education 

who solved the problem immediately bringing satisfaction to the hearts 

of the citizens, that could not be done without the support of Association 

of Women Committees for Social Work. 

Among other achievements that we worked on with the support of AW-

CSW was: establishing a tailoring workshop in order to provide job op-

portunities for women and girls residents of Bait Ur village in a way to 

improve household income levels, also establishing a medical laboratory 

at the village council building that does not only serves Bait Ur but bene-

fit the neighboring villages, in such the Palestinian Ministry of Health 

ensured recruiting of a lab technician. Another need was securing a new 

Women Center headquarter through a restoration of an old building 

which is currently followed-up by REWAQ Foundation. 

As for my future plans, I am determined to repeat this experience as an 

elected female council member in the next election because I believe that 

I can accomplish much more where there is so many that can be 

achieved. 

“I got to know AWCSW in 2012 by participating within 

the program (Enhancing women's participation in polit-

ical and public life) gaining so much experience from 

participating in training and workshops that helped me 

to better serve my community, and strengthened my 

presence within the local council and enabled me to 

transfer my knowledge to others in the community” 

Despite pressure and suffering “Women deserves commendation” for their 

achievements as long as the community remained supportive to her 

Mervat Kaddour 45-year-old, a mother of five children, holding a bachelor's degree in electrical engineer-

ing. And an elected member and a treasurer at Bait Ur al-Tahta village council, also a member of the com-

mittee to promote women participation in political and public life. 


